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The Department of Psychology requires that the selection of faculty for membership on the student's thesis committee be consistent with both the depth of expertise and breadth of scholarship that are traditionally associated with a Master of Arts Along the Way degree. It is expected that the thesis committee will represent the competence and qualifications necessary to evaluate the thesis, signified by active scholarship and the possession of an appropriate terminal degree. The faculty member serving as major professor must be an active scholar and have at least one refereed publication in the prior three years.  If the major professor is not an active faculty member within the student’s concentration of the Psychology Department, a co-major professor from the Department must be appointed.   

The thesis committee must consist of at least three tenured or tenure-earning faculty members from the Department of Psychology. At least one member must be from within the student’s concentration, and at least one member must be selected from another concentration in the department. CNS students must have one member from the student’s CNS concentration and one member either from outside the student’s CNS concentration or from the other doctoral concentrations (Clinical or I-O).  For the purpose of determining to which concentration CNS faculty belong, please refer to the Department’s webpage listing of CNS faculty concentrations or to the CNS Area Director.

Scholars who have obtained Affiliate Graduate Faculty status may serve as a committee member from outside the concentration or outside the Psychology Department.  Scholars who have obtained External Graduate Co-Advisor Status (as graduate faculty from other departments in USF or as Affiliate Graduate Faculty) may serve as committee members from within the concentration, and are eligible to co-direct with Psychology Graduate Faculty at the discretion of the Department.  Lists of the eligible Affiliate Graduate Faculty and the eligible External Graduate Co-Advisors can be found on the department’s Faculty website.  The appointment process, terms, rights and responsibilities are described on the department’s Resources>Faculty Policies and Procedures website.  

The department’s Master’s Thesis Committee Form (available on the department’s website) must be submitted at least a week before the thesis proposal date to the Graduate Program Committee via Brittany Vojnovic. (Degree-seekers: See also College Committee form in M.A. Along the Way Degree section.) 

DATE:

_____________
TO:

GRADUATE PROGRAM COMMITTEE

SUBJECT:  
REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF MASTER’S THESIS COMMITTEE

STUDENT:
_______________________________________

Area of Study:  (bold/underscore one):

Clinical

CNS


I-O

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. On another attached sheet:


• briefly describe your Master’s thesis topic, method, and analytic tools 



necessary for completion.


• justify your choice of advisor(s) and committee members as they relate to



 your thesis.

2. Submit this department form and attachment(s), in addition to a College Committee new appointment form signed by all committee members, to Brittany Vojnovic byabczanka@usf.edu.  Brittany will obtain Graduate Program Committee action, signature and submit to the College.
GRADUATE PROGRAM COMMITTEE ACTION:        Approved_____
     Disapproved_____

Comments:___________________________________________________________________.

Signature of Graduate Program Committee Chair

 

                  Date
