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A fea tu re  a r t i c l e  i n  the  Chron ic le  o f  H ighe r  Educa t ion  asks :  “Can

Des ign  Th ink ing  T rans fo rm H igher  Ed . ”  The  a r t i c l e  no tes  tha t ,

“des ign  th ink ing  i nsp i res  a  p ro to typ ing  m ind -se t ,  an  exper imen ta l

m ind -se t , ”  wh ich  “ i s  u l t ima te l y  a  l ea rn ing  m ind -se t . ”  We m igh t  a l so

ask :  How does  des ign  o f  a  fu tu re  i n fo rm ways  o f  be ing  i n  the

p resen t?
 

What  does  i t  mean  to  des ign  an  on l i ne  l ea rn ing  space?  a  new

“app”?  a  sus ta inab le  commun i t y?  a  smar t  c i t y?  a  workp lace  tha t

fea tu res  an  eco log i ca l  des ign?  an  exh ib i t  a t  a  sc ience  cen te r?  a

un ive rs i t y  campus?

Or ,  a  co l l abo ra t i ve  and  d ia log i c  commun ica t i on  p rocess  fo r

des ign ing  any  o f  t hese?
 

Th is  cou rse  w i l l  exp lo re  and  deve lop  key  i deas  o f  des ign  th ink ing ,

a  f ramework  tha t  f os te rs  c rea t i v i t y  and  innova t ion  th rough  a t ten t i on

to  con tex t ,  co l l abo ra t i on ,  and  human  va lues  i n  co -c rea t i ng  fu tu re

wor lds .  We w i l l  f ocus  on  des ign  i n  a  ve ry  b road  sense ,  as  a  t rans -

d i sc ip l i na ry  app roach  to  p rob lem se t t i ng  and  p rob lem so lv ing ,

whe the r  s i t ua t i ons  a re  seen  as  soc ia l ,  t echn ica l ,  o r  roo ted  i n  the

a r t s  and  human i t i es .  Mos t  impor tan t l y ,  we  w i l l  f ea tu re

commun ica t i on  approaches  to  c rea t i v i t y  and  innova t ion  i n  l oca l  and

g loba l  con tex ts ,  recogn iz ing  the  impor tance  o f  commun ica t i on  i n

need- f i nd ing  i n  unders tand ing  human  (and  non-human)

exper iences .  We w i l l  exp lo re  commun ica t i on  p rocesses  i nvo l ved  in

coming  up  w i th  new ideas  ( i dea t ion )  i n  imag ina t i ve  ways  wh i l e

fos te r ing  a  c rea t i ve  con f idence  and  apprec ia t i ng  d i ve rse  con tex ts

and  human  va lues .  We w i l l  a l so  exp lo re  the  ways  tha t  des ign

th ink ing  m igh t  be  app l i ed  to  ou r  own  l i ves ,  enab l i ng  ou r  own

crea t i v i t y  i n  ways  tha t  f i t  w i th  who le  sys tems  des ign .  Our  t rans -

d i sc ip l i na ry  cou rse  w i l l  a l l ow  fo r  p ro jec t  based  lea rn ing  i n  many

senses ,  and  w i l l  i nvo l ve  some se r ious  p lay !
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